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The structure of Disodium Lauroamphodiacetate, which is the closest reference 
component, does not fall within the general structure of the compounds recited in the claims. 
Disodium Lauroamphodiacetate is substituted at the nitrogen atom leading to a quaternary 
nitrogen atom bearing a positive charge. Therefore, the chemical characteristics of this 
compound are expected by one of ordinary skill in the art to differ strongly from the 
characteristics of compounds la and lb of the present claims, The nitrogen atom is only 
substituted, by a hydrogen atom and these compounds are not charged. A person of ordinary 
skill in the art would, therefore, not have considered carrying out such significant changes in 
the structural features in order to arrive at the compounds recited in the present claims. 

In addition, Miracare BT is a surfactant commonly used in cleansing and washing 
preparations, e,g., shampoos, baths, liquid soaps, facial cleansers, shower gels, bubble baths, 
as disclosed in the herewith filed page of the brochure. There is no reason why a skilled 
person would have considered significantly altering the chemical structure of an ingredient of 
a typical cleansing additive in order to subsequently use it in a method for the prophylaxis or 
protection of human skin against wrinkling. 

As such, there is no obviousness. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this 
response or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-3402, 

Respectfully submitted, 
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